VAZHAKUNNAM AS A DRAMATIST

theme 'Subhadra.' The story of Subhadra is also found in the
dasamaskandha of Bhagavatapurana and this does project the
importance of the character. Subhadra's close relationship with
Krishna as his sister gives her a place in Bhagavta. And naturally
her name can not be avoided in the Mahabharata, for having won
the heart of Arjuna and for having become his wife. In the words
ofC.Rajagopalachari.13 'The Mahabharata is not a mere epic, it
is a romance, telling the tale of heroic men and women and of
some who were divine, it is a whole literature in itself containing
a code of life, a philosophy of social and ethical relations, and
speculative thought on human problems that is hard to rival..."
and he adds,14 "It is not an exaggeration to say that the persons
and incidents portrayed in the great literature of a people influence
national character no less potentially than the actual heroes and
events enshrined in history." Vazhakunnam has realised this view.
He has selected and developed these characters knowing that a
mention about Subhadra, Krishna and Arjuna convey to the In-
dians, learned as well as illiterate alike; when at the same time an
English rendering may not influence them. Again apart from the
many poets, philosophers, scholars many an ordinary man has
been influenced and nourished by the stories from epics and
puranas. Vazhakunnam's writing in Malayalam helps the common

13. Q Rajagopalachari, Mahabharata, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
Bombay, 1982, p.2.

14. Ibid.,p.3.
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